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And the order was so far carried out implicitly by us at
football and other games, when the choicest Teutonic ex-
pressions of displeasure and contempt were scrupulously
employed in the loudest of voices. But we certainly did
get to learn German somehow or other. And I acquired a
real liking for Germany and the Germans, which 1 hope to
carry with me to my grave. In those clays, certainly, they
were the most kindly and considerate people, always tolerant
of our boyish tricks, and good-natured and cheery to a clearer,.
And the beautiful country round Bonn, the abundant fruit,
and the cheap music at the opera-house were a nev^r-failing
source of delight.

My father happened to know the German General Fischer,
the Governor of Prince Frederick William of Prussia, \vho
with his cousin, the Prince of Anhalt, had just joined the
University at Bonn. When we were at school, the Prince,
who was later to be known as the German Crown Priwur,
and then as the Emperor Frederick, would very kindly call
for us in his four-in-hand and take us to picnics at Hcistcr-
bach and Rolandseck, we talking English to him during the
excursions. This kindness was extended to my brother and
myself both by H.R.H, and the Empress Frederick through-
out future years until their lamented deaths, and whenever
we were in Germany we were invariably invited to the Kinitts
Palais or elsewhere, and were allowed to keep up a corres-
pondence with H.R.H. during the greater part of the time
we were in India. In the same manner the Prince of Anhalt,
who afterwards became reigning Duke of the Principality,
continued to us both the greatest consideration and friend*"
ship. In a later chapter I hope to give some account of a
week's visit paid by my wife and myself to this hospitable
and delightful little German Court*

Not far from our school at Bonn, about a quarter cif n
mile down the Coblentzer Strasse, was the villa of Dr Perry,
a very able man, who coached candidates for the
service.   The students at the Bonn University, as is
'known, mostly belong to clubs, and wear distinctive          sis